[Clinical significance of positive blood cultures in the Nagasaki Rosai Hospital during the past 6 years].
In this clinical study we tried to find out the clinical significance of positive blood cultures between Jan. 1984 and Dec. 1989 in the Nagasaki Rosai Hospital. In this period the association between the isolated bacteria from blood cultures (398 specimens: 17.9%) and clinical background were evaluated. Each year the positive cultures were seen in about 18-20%. The distribution of bacteria showed increase percentage of the gram-positive organisms such as coagulase-negative Staphylococcus. Gram-negative organisms in included P. aeruginosa, A. calcoaceticus and E. coli. A. calcoaceticus was frequently found from the dept. of neurosurgery. Fungus, mostly Candida, was isolated in about 10-20%. The specimens were provided from department of internal medicine (62.9%) and neurosurgery (22.8%). An analysis of 213 episodes of 188 bacteremic cases was made. The onset of bacteremia had two peaks, 24 h or 1 month, after admission. The primary infected sites were the urinary tract (26.7%), respiratory system (14.5%) and central nervous system (6.1%). The central venous catheter was an important infected site. The major underlying diseases included acute cerebrovascular diseases, cardiac failure due to valvular heart diseases or acute myocardial infarction and/or iatrogenic immunocompromised state. The major complications were disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) (24.4%) and multiple organ failure (MOF) (8.9%). Half of the DIC episodes was caused by gram-positive cocci such as CNS, E. faecalis and MRSA. 68.4% of MOF episodes was associated with gram-negative bacteria. While the remainder was caused by gram-positive cocci including CNS and MRSA.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)